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THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


THE MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY 
JANU- 


OF THE SECRETARY OF 
FOR THE ABOLITIONOF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 
ary 14, 1846. 

The occurrence of the first Anniversary of the 

Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capi- 


tal Punishment seems a very appropriate moment | 


to review the Past that we may find encourage- 
ment and guidance for the Future. In _present- 
ing the first Report, the Secretary congratulates 
the friends of the cause on the steady and rapid 
advance which their principles are 
throughout the world. Our progress and success | 
demand our gratitude to the Great Author of all 
life and the Dispenser of blessings. 

In presenting a Report, the Secretary has 
deemed it unnecessary to enter largely on the 
history of this great moral movement, either at | 
home or abroad. A hasty glance of the past is 
all that will be attempted. Many incidents have 
occurred, some of which have been calculated to 
awaken gratitude and pleasure, and others regret. 

The first impulse given to the cause may be 
said to have come from the labors of the Hon. 
Rogert Ranrovt, Jr., President of the Society, 
whose abie Levislative reports have found their 
Way to many pat ‘ts of our country, and have even 
reached the crowned heads of Europe. Too 
much credit cannot be given to his labors in this 
department. 

The first attempt to form a Society in this 
State, was at the house of the Secretary. Six 
individuals met there, Aprill, 1844. A Com- 
mittee was then appointed, consisting of the 
Secretary, Rev. Joun Pirrront and Wenpewr 
Puituirs. No action took place till the execu- | 
tion of Thomas Barrett, Jan. 3, 1845: an event | 
which aroused the friends of the cause. After 
an ineffectual attempt to save his life, they agreed 
to organize; so that the Society may be said to 
have commenced amidst the solemn scenes of an 
execution. It began with an event which it is 
hoped its la bors, will overthrow. 

Meetings have been held in various parts of 
our State, and in several other places in our wide- 
ly-extended Union. Eighteen meetings have 
heen held in our own city; many of w hic *h have 
been well attended They have been free, for | 
such is the nature of our movement, that we al-| 
ways invite the most open discussion. 

In order to secure continual interest in the 
cause, a weekly sheet has been sent forth to |. 
about three thousand persons, under the obnox- | 
ious title of the ‘Hangman,’ but since changed | 
to ‘Prisoner’s Friend.’ Several thousand have | 
also been scattered abroad gratuitously. 

To aid the cause still more, some thousands of | 
a work prepared by the Secretary have been | 
sold. 

To give still further progress to the cause, the | 
Secretary, at an early period in his labors, indue- | 
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'ed his brother to eioiia his associate. Being 
well known in other moral movements, he has 
-secured the support of many who otherwise 
would, probably have made no sacrifices what- 
ever. This has been a fortunate circumstance in 
the history of the enterprise; for his services 
‘commenced at a period when the labors of the 
Secretary were fast multiplying beyond his ability 
to perform. 

In order to keep up more effectually an interest 
|in the enterprise, the Secretary has voluntarily 
visited the criminals confined in many parts of our 
country ; more especially those under sentence of 
| death, as coming more immediately within the 
| Refurm which it is the object of the Society to 
| establish. Very careful inquiries have been 
| made respecting the causes that led them on to 

'the commission of crime; their advanteges for 
}an early education; their habits; their families ; 
| their religious views ; their associates; their pre- 
| sent condition; their treatment by the keepers ; 

“and many other facts. In this way many facts 

|have been elicited, which have been of great 

service to the common cause. An interest has 
' been awakened, which it is believed, may have 
resulted in averting their dreadful fate. No less 
than three have been saved from the death-pen- 
alty during the past year, and eight are now con- 
fined in our Penitentiary who were sentences to 
death. And who will say that society is not as 

well off as though these men had met their fate 
upon the gallows? 
| Public sentiment has now reached that point 
that no execution can take place without a very 
open demonstration of feeling against this form 
Many influences are now oper- 


tion of the death-penalty ; such as the Scruples of 
Jurors; the Petitions of friends; 
tendant on executions. Sothat if the law is not 
abolished, it is defeated. 
not rest satisfied with defeat. Victory is what 
we want.* We must not cease our labors till the 
bloody statute is forever removed from the 
world; a period, which though it may seem far 
distant, we believe in God will certainly arrive 
The great law of love so beautifully embodied by 
the Son of God in the Sermon on the Mount, 
must triumph over all violence, and ultimately 
fill the world with per ace and joy. 

In looking abroad over our country, we rejoice 
to find the great principles of our movement 

* For our encouragement, we have now the 


the Governor of our own State, suggesting the propriety and ne- 


first degree. He says, ‘I deem it proper to call your attention to 


there 
Rape, 


existing Statutes, are four crimes punishable 


Treason, Murder, and burning a dwelling-house in the night- 
time 

Ifthe penalty attached to the 
opinion, too severe, two consequences will manifest in its adminis 
tration. First,a difliculty in procuring convictions ; and sec ondly. 
if convictions take place, 
to interpose and mitigate the 
islators should endeavor to avoid both of these consequences. 
are grave and serious evils. 


violation ofa law is, in the public 


punishment. Wise and judicious leg 


For a jury to hesitate te find a fact, because, by such finding, too 


heavy a blow in their opinion will fall upon the head of a fellow- | 


the horrors at- | 


But the friends must ! 


recommendation of | 
cessity of reducing the number of Capital offences to Murder in the | 


an important branch of the criminal law of the commonwealth. By | 
with death.— | 


tle purdoning power will be strongly ur; ced 


| 
They 


making rapid progress. During the year a Na- 
tional Society has been formed in Philadelphia, at 
the head of which stands Hon. George Mrrriix 
Dattvas, Vice President of the United States. <A 
Society has for sometime existed in New York, 


A Society has very lately been formed in Balti- 
more. We have also a Society in N. Bedford, 
and one in Roxbury, Mass. One is soon to be 
formed in Brooklyn, N. Y. It is believed that 
many such organizations will take place through 
our country, till at last the great object shall be 
accomplished—the entire removal of the last gal- 
lows from the face of the earth. 

The subject now is generally discussed in Ly- | 
ceums, and in many of our State Legislatures.— 
In ‘Tennessee, His Excellency Goy. Brown 
declared his determination to commute all 
the Executive, but one 


not usually taken by 


Society to abolish.* 
general, 
awakened that at alate meeting of the Society it 
was proposed to petition our National Legislature 
for an entire abolition of the death-penalty in 
code of the Union.t 


The subject has become so 





ed. Our faithful friend, Cuarces C. Burcesen, 
has presented his views in a publication entitled, 
| ‘Thoughts on the Divine Penalty.’ A work has 
also appeared, bearing the title, 
'gainst the Gallows,’ by Presbueteros, 


source least expected, from one of the ‘ evangeli- | 


cal’ sects. 
the North American Review, 


An able article bas also appeared in 


human form of punishment. 
the Rev. Dr. Cheever and the Rev. Dr. 
soon to appear again in the field in 
the punishment of death. 
Notwithstanding the humane efforts of the 
friends of the cause, frequent executions take 
place in our country, more especially in the 
southern portion of our Union, for Slavery and 
the Gallows will live and die together. 
number who have perished on the gallows dur- 
ing the last year is about 20. The number 
fate is 21; among them is 


awaiting their 
es : . 
/ male in New York. Jn ourown State one exe- 


Cox, are 





'cution only has taken place during the year.— | 


| Whether our State shall ever again be disgraced 
by such an exhibition remains for the frie nds of 
the cause to say. A few years more, and though 
the law may remain on the statute book, its exe- 
eution will be impossible. 

Turning from our own country, we find oui 
| prine iples taking deep root in other governments. 
| A corresponde nce has already been opened w nt 
some distinguished friends abroad. Many fact 
have thus been brought to light, scarcely known 
in this country. 

Itis a curious fact that 
supposed to be far behind ours in intelligence 
and refinement, have long since tried the great ex- 
periment, which this Society proposes to make. 


several countries, 


being, against whom it should be found, would tend to weaken the | 


These 
must 


publie confidence in that important and sacred tribunal. 

who are acquainted with the history of judicial proceedings, 
be aware that such cases do sometimes occur. 
would be a dangerous and unauthorized exercise of the pardoniig 


power, for an executive magistrate to interpose and arrest the ex- 


ecution of a law, because in his opinion its penalty was too severe. 


But in a case where the expression of a strong public sentimeat 
should speak out, in accordance with his own views as to the rigor 
of the punishment, there is danger that the pressure might be tco 
powerful for a kind-hearted though upright Magistrate to resist. ‘t 
is quite obvious, that at this day the inclination of the public mind is 
in fuvor of the diminution of the severity of punishment. 


I recommend to your calm consideration the propriety of reducing 


In the case of murder, much reflection has convinced me of the pro- | 
priety of ma€ing degrees of guilt in that crime. Whilst the penalty 
of death shall remain against the wilful and deliberate murderer ia 
committed under cir- 
cumstances of mitigation, should be punished yy confinement in the 
State Prison during life. 


As # general rule, it | 


and pray for the success of 


| of man shall ever lose his life by the act of another. 


rislature of Tennessee to abolish 
A similar motion is now before the Ohio Legis- 


Alabama, Ine 


* A motion is now betore the Leg 
| the death penalty. 
lature, and also before the 
| Rhode Island. 


Legislatures of iena and 


j Since this Report was written, the Secretary has learned t 


| John Quincy Adams has proposed to introduce a bill into Congress 
' 
#r the 


| This movement in connection with his letter to the National Soci 


Abolition of Capital Punishment in the Code of the Union — 


ty in November last, presents great encouragement to the friends of 
the cause. 


In the 


| 
heartily wish 
| 


abolition of 
. 


letter referred to, he ‘I do therefore, 


your efforts to promote the 


says, 


Capital Punishment, and if you can shape the laws of the land to a | 
disclaimer of the right of Government itse}f to take from any hu. 
man being the life granted him by his Creator, I would Wweleome 
it as the harbinger of a brighter day, when no individual of the race 
I am very, | 
very respectfully, gentlemen, your friend and fellow citizen, 
Joun Quincy ADAMS.’ 
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whose Presiaent isthe Vice Chancellor McCoun. | 


has | 
sene- 
tences of death to imprisonment for life, a step | 


which very effectually puts an end to that horrid | 
form of punishment, which it is the object of this | 


and public sentiment has become so'n 


the | 


During the year two publications have appear- | 


‘The Bible a-| 


from a 


! 
| 
froma distinguished | 
| clergyman, who has ably argued against this in- | 
| Report states that | 


support of 
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the sighing cf the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aecording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to dic."—Bib/e. 
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More than a century ago, the Empress Elizabeth 
commenced this great "Re ‘form in Russia, and to- 
day, sixty-two millions, forty-nine of whom are 
_ serfs, are governed without this fearful and inhu- 
/man form of punishment. 

The country where the subject has received 
| the most attention is England. Her philanthre- 
pists have effected much in this Reform, for in 
her Code was reckoned at one time, two hur- 
| dred capital offences! This number is now re- 
duced to thirteen. Anda motion has been made 
in Parliament for the entire abolition of the death 
| penalty ; and to confine executions, while they do 
| exist, hereafter to the jail-yard. This last im- 
provement is now loudly called for even by the 
| strongest advocates for the gallows. In taking 
this step, they evidently give up to a great extent, 
the moral iniluence of Capital Punishment. A- 
mong the works lately published in England, are 
_the ‘Essays’ of the Secretary. A Society was 
formed there in 1828. From that period, a num- 
ber of publications have been issued, some of 
which have found their way to this country, but 
,one of which have as yet been published by an 
American piess. We have in that country two 
valued friends, whose kindness deserves our 
warmest gratitude—J. T. Barry and Evizaspery 
Pease. Both have forwarded valuable doey- 
ments. ‘The latter has also forwarded at one 
‘time $50 to heldon the cause. Have we not 
/some of the other sex in our country who will 

do as much ? 

In Ireland we have several strong friends.— 
Among them we rejoice to mention Farner Ma- 
THEW, Daniet O’Connecti,* Richarp D. Wess, 
_ aud James Houcuron 

During the year, a monthly publication has 
made its appearance in Scotland, entitled a ‘ Mag- 
azine of Popular Information on Capital and Sec- 
ondary Punishments.’ This was the second pe- 
riodical started in the world, devoted to this hu- 
mane Reform. ‘There is one other in this coun- 
| try, in New York City. We believe that in due 
time ,the press will be enlisted very generally in 
our favor. We have more hopes of the Press 
than the Pulpit at the present time. 

In Sweden, Oscar, the King, has produced a 
work on ‘Punishments and Prisons.’ It was 
prepared before he came to the throne. This 
work is very valuable, and as it is scarcely known, 
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| perhaps the following statistics will be read 
with great interest :— 
Inhabitants. 
Spain, one encoution yearly in 122,000 
| Sweden one 172,000 
Norway, from 1832 to 1834 inclu- \ 
sive, one execution year- 
ly in 720,000 
se from 1825 to 1837 none 
Ireland, one execution vearly in 200,000 
Eneland, one “ 250,000 
France, one -" 447,000 
Baden, one ie 400,000 
5 during the year 1834, on- 
ly one in 1,230,000 
Austria in Germany, one execution 
yearly in 840,000 
Wurtemberg, one execution yearly in 750,000 
| Pennsylvania, one 25 829,000 
| Bavaria, one ws 2,000,000 
Prussia, one = 1,700,000 
' Vermont, since 1814, none 


Belgium, since 1830, none. 

It will give the reader an opportunity to com- 
pare the number annually executed in America 
to other countries. We have about 20 executions 
annually in 18,000,000 inhabitants. 

To those who would know more of our move" 
ment, we mustrefer them to our weekly peri- 
odical, oi to other publications. 
labors of the Secretary so far, have been 
re. He has travelled extensively, lec- 







nnell’s speech in ‘Essays on Capital Punishment,’ p. 
his letter on receiving the above work from the Au- 
thor ;—* there may be some shades of difference,’ he says, ‘ between 
him and me on some of the principles enunciated in his work ; none 


| at all upon the practical Abolition of the Punishment of Death to- 


tally and without reserve.’ 
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turing where an effectual door was open, visiting 
prisons in every direction, and keeping up all the 
correspondence, both foreign and domestic, 
though the Society has connected with him that 
well known philanthropist, Dr. Warrer CHan- 
winG, but su¢h is the nature of his profession, that 
he can afford but little aid. Every movement has 
been made under the most discouraging circum- 
stances. ‘The Secretary has labored on amidst 
ill health, with no means only such as were vol- 
untarily contributed, and these often insufficient 
to meet the wants of so great an enterprise. He 
has embarrassed himself, and tried the patience 
of his friends. Something more permanent must 
be effected or the cause must be seriously re- 
tarded. 

In a Circular, forwarded to some friends of 
the cause during the past year, it was proposed 
to raise $1000. A reference to the Treasurer's 
Report, an Abstract of which is published in the 
present number, will show that but a small part 
of that sum has as yet been realized. Hon. Ro- 
pert Ranrout, jr. has pledged $50,00 and two 
other distinguished friends of the cause have 
promised to aid to about the same amount, pro- 
vided $500. can be raised. 

The next step to be taken to give permanency 
to the cause is the procurethent of a Press and 
office. The cost of printing the paper is now 


» very great, being about $2000 a year, that is, 


~~ . 


a 


. ‘> 


, rapidly spreading throughout the earth. 


‘including all expences, The raising of this sum 


“has been attended with great difficulty, as no as- 


sociation is pledged to sustain the paper, The 
consequence must be, that for the present, fre- 
quent appeals must be made to the friends of the 
cause. 

In conclusion, we rejoice to find our principles 
Much 
has been accomplished. Much remains to. be 
done. The gallows, that cruel relic of former 
ages, still stands in every State in the Union.— 
Our work is not accomplished till it is removed 
from the world. Not only are we to remove the 
death-penalty, but Society will demand that we 
bring back the criminal a reformed man. Here 
is a great work to be done, a work as_ honorable 
as it is great, ‘a work,’ to use the words of that 
devoted friend to humanity, Prof. Uruam, ‘ which 
aims at the renovation of society, not by the in- 
efficacious methods of the block, the gallows, 
and the guillotine ; but by the nobler methods of 
moral culture; by purifying the fountain of good 
and evil in the youthful breast, by planting the 
seeds of knowledge and virtue, which shall af- 
terwards spring up and incorporate the strength 
of their branches and the beauty of their flower 
and foilage in the mature life and action of the 
man.’ Cuarves Srear, Secretary. 

Warrer Cuannina, Cor, Sec’y. 


Prisoner's Friend. 
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Boston, January 28, 1846. 








*IT shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
antil I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE, 








DISCHARGED CONVICTS, 
No. IV. 
* ADVERTISEMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT. 


_ #How then shall we feel for them, and what shall we 


poforthem? The heart of the community must be 
touched in their behalf; humanity must feel for 
them ; Christianity must do what Christ commands 
them to do in their behalf; because nature and rev- 
elation lay the foundation for effort in this cause.— 
— Annual Report of Prison Discipline Society, 
p- . 


In our former numbers, we have endeavored to 
show the true Situation of the Discharged Convicts, 
their number and the Provisions made for them by 
law. NoState, as far as we kaow, allows over five 
dollars and a suit of clothes, and but few States allow 
even thatsmall sum. With this mere pittance, the 
Discharged Convict finds himself once more cast upon 
society, perhaps with no home, fat from friends, with 
no employment. He is surrounded with many tempt- 
ations. If he seeks employment, and makes known 


* his true history, he is almost certain to be repulsed.— 


4 


_ mits a fresh crime? 
its own criminals. 
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our hold on life; till our eyes are permitied t 
| Several plans have been suggested, The 
‘this class should be more fully made known. There 


Under such circlimstances, is it strange that he com- 
In this manner, society makes 


Then it builds prisons for their 
confinement or gibbets for their execution. We can- 

reasonably expect any permanent reformation in 
criminals till more is done for them. This brings us 
toa consideration of the best plan of providing for 
their wants. Something must be done immediately. 
The cry comes to us, not merely from those who are 
rged from prison, and who have neither friends, 
jon, character, nor money, but from the off- 
ral Penitentiaries, and from individuals of 
great € ience and philanthropy. Having ent 
on this subject, we hope never to drop it till w 














an Institution for the Discharged Convict. 


arepersons in every commanity who would employ 
them, if they knew of the time of their discharge, 


PRISONER’S FRIEND. 




















their occupation, and their conduct while in Prison. 
We have thought of a plan through which such facts 
might be brought before the public. A new thought 
has presented itself in our reflections on this subject. 
We propose to advertise, in the Prisoner’s Friend, 
the occupation and the character ofa Convict, if hede- 
sire it, some weeks before his release. To conceal 
his name, if he prefers it. To give the reader a more 
distinct idea of our plan, we will put our supposed 
advertisement into form :— 

A Puace Wantep.—For a Discharged Convict 
from the State Prison, whose time expires in 
He isa good blacksmith ; has borne a good character in 
prison, and is destrous to establish himself again in busi- 
ness. Persons willing to employ him, will please address 
a line to the gffice of the Prisoner’s Friend. 

This plan has met the approbation of the Warden 
| of our Penitentiary and several other humane persons. 
Conversing the other day with the keeper of the 
House of Correction and Jail at East Cambridge, we 
presented the plan, and he instantly gave it his ap- 
proval, and promised to help us carry it into effect.— 
He stated that if something could be done for the 
Discharged Convict, it would be not only a Preventive 
of Crime, but actually a saving in a pecuniary point 
of view to the county. 

Such is one plan that has presented itself to us in 
our reflections upon this interesting subject. We 
have another proposal to make, and we intend to 
show more fully the advantages of the one already 
suggested, but we must defer such remarks till our 
next number; remarking, however, that we intend to 
bring the subject before the Legislature, for it should 
certainly receive their attention. Probably too before 
our numbers close, an Association will be formed in 
this city to aid that class who are now the subject of 
these articles. It is a matter worthy the serious and 
candid attention of the public. We believe in due 
time Christian sympathy will be awakened, and 
among our benevolent and humane institutions, there 
will be one, over the door of which, will be written, 
An Asytum ror Discnarcep Convicts. Cc. Ss 
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NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION, 


Our New York brethren are doing much in aid of 
the moral movements of the age. They haye among 
other important philanthropic organizationsa Prison 
Association. We ought to have one formed in Bos- 
ton immediately. We present below an _ extract 
from the late proceedings of the New York Associa- 
tion. We invite attention to it. 

‘Judge Edmonds prostaded to give an outline of 
the Annual Report of the Executive Commiuee—the 
document itself being too long to be read in extenso. 
We cannot follow him at iength, but the substance 
of what the Association has done during the year, and 
what they propose to do hereafter, was summed up as 
follows: 

They have received about $3000 in donations of 
money and articles. With this amount they have 
established an agency and office for discharged male 
prisoners, where 122 persons have been relieved. 
They have also established a ‘ Home’ for Females 
on their discharge from Prison, where -107 have been 
received, and which has now 28 inmates. 

They have procured places and employment for 70 
persons, from most of whom good accounts continue 
to be received. 

They have procured the release from prison of 80 
Boys, and restored48 of them to their parents and 
friends. : 

They have attended to the cases of several who 
have been arrested on suspicion of crime, and have 
oer the release ‘of six who were confined for 

ebt. 

They propose hereafter to employ an agent, whose 
whole time shall be devoted to the cause of those 
who are arrested and detained for trial on criminal 
charges. ‘ 

Also to continue the agency for the care and assist- 
ance of discharged convicts, furnishing them employ- 
ment, &c. 

To employ an agent who shall travel through the 
Stateseeking contributions, establishing auxiliaries, 
and diffusing information as to our purposes and the 
public wants. 

They propose also to continue the establishment of 
the ‘ Home’ for the reception of females, and enlarg- 
ing its sphere of influence. 

And finally to have a thorough inspection of the 
County Prisons of the State, to the end that their evils 
being known may be redressed. 

The expenditures of the Association during the year 
in the Department of Discharged convicts have been 
as follows : , 





ams 





Rent of Office for Discharged Male Convicts, $70 00 
Rent of‘ Home’ for Discharged Females, 125 00 
Salary of Agent for Males, 273 00 
Salary of Matrons of the ‘ Home,’ 125 00 
Clothing, Furniture, and support of the 
‘Home,’ 1,040 50 
Advanced to Males in providing for them, 
board, clothing, tools, or otherwise assist- 
ing them to obtain employment, 309 41 
Total, $1,942 91 


Of many examples showing the character of those 
who have become the objects of the Society’s cate, 
Judge Edmonds presented several whose cases were 
extremely interesiing. The case of Honora Shepard 
was noticed, and it was stated that recent reports 
rep her as having conducted very creditably 
since she was pardoned. As a proof that the inmates 
of our prisons are not all illiterate and hopelessly de- 
graded, some very creditable poetry, writien by a 
lately discharged convict, was read,’ 








[ THE SECOND IMPRISONMENT—THE CAUSE. | 


A few years ago a brother man, whose name we 
shall not mention, was released fyom the House of 
Correction in this city, and returned to his native 
town in Plymouth County, Mass., hoping to be em- 
ployed by a wealthy gentleman who wasdoing exten- 
sive business ; buthe was disappointed, for it was 
soon discovered that ifhe was engaged to labor, others 
would leave theshop. This painful information was 
reluctantly communicated to him. It cut him to the 
heart, especially when he considered that some of 
those who refused to labor by his side were his early 
associates. 

He could not remain there. 
hoping to obtain an honest living. He sought and 
obtained employment to work at his trade. But only 
a few weeks however had he labored before it was 
discovered that he had been a prisoner. He was 
soon made uncomfortable, left his place, and went to 
Fall River. There he had not long labored before he 
was avoided and scorned. Leaving this place, dis- 
couraged, pressed down to earth by ‘ man’s inhuman- 
ity to man,’ he fled to the intoxicating cup to drown 
his sorrows, and to forget his loneliness. While un- 
der its madening influence he broke into a store, was 
detected and sentenced to imprisonment in the State 
Prison for four or five years, I am not certain which. 
He has now to remain eleven months. 

In compliance with the urgent request of his afflict- 
ed sister, I last week visited him, and by the kindness 
of the Warden was permitted to converse with him. 
He told me his melancholy tale. Evidently society 
had driven him to the commission of the crime for 
which he has so long been imprisoned. Had he been 
received kindly, and had he obtained employment, 
he might unquestionably have been saved. 

We now suggest to our friends in Duxbury to calla 
meeting and adopt measures to obtain his release 
immediately, to.see that he is treated kindly, and 


He came to this city 


usefully employed, and we have not a doubt that he | 
may be saved. Come, brothers and sisters, what say 


you to engaging in this benevolent work? J. M. s. 
Cr rrwrrrrrrorwrry—yr"ervwY Vv" 
THE GENEROUS PRISONER. 


The other day when in Newburyport, I visited the 
County Jail in that ancient town, and there found a 
young man who a short time before had been confin- 
ed with an associate for being engaged in a drunken 
affray. His companion had fits soon after he was 
imprisoned. A physician was sent for, who said the 
sick prisoner must be liberated, and asserted that he 
could not help him until he was released. But how 
could he get out? This was a most difficult question 
to answer, for he was sentenced by the Court to pay | 
seven dollars or be imprisoned a month. Entirely | 
destitute of money, he of course could pay nothing. | 
What then could be done? At this moment the | 
other prisoner nobly offered to let his sick companion 
have his watch to leave with the jailor as security 
until the fine was paid. This generous offer was ac- 
cepted. He was released while the owner of the 
watch remained in prison, where I found him. Had 
he been so disposed, he might himself have been re- 
leased by giving up his watch; but he preferred to 
help his brother first, and the watch was not suffi- 
ciently valuable to release both. This was a noble 
act. Few out of prison would have done better. If 
he does not live within the walls of the New Jerusa- 
lem, he certainly resides in its immediate neighbor- 
hood, 

In closing it may be interesting to our readers to 
know that he signed the pledge which I wrote for 
him, and I doubt not that some of the noble hearted 
Washingtonians of Newburyport have released him 
before this time, and I hope he will hereafter be a 
good and useful member of community. J. m. s. 
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MepicaTep Batu.—We invite the attention of the 
public to an excellent establishment lately opened in 
Cambridge St., No. 70, by Skinyer and Sximornes. 
They have made excellent arrangements for the 
Medicated Baths, and if we would enjoy good health, 
it is all important to preserve the cleanliness of the 
skin. More than one half of the diseases abroad 
come from filthy habits. Thousands never cleanse 
the body, and yet they expect good health. Let our 
friends go and try the excellent baths of Dr. Skin- 
ner and his associate. They will find accommoda- 
tions there that will be very agreeable. We want 
to see all,such institutions encouraged. We believe 
that one reason of the prevalence of crime is the 
want of cleanliness of the body. Call and examine 
for yourselves. 

nee een 

CaritaL PunisHMENT 1N Concress.—John Quincy 
Adams has given notice that he will introduce a bill 
into Congress for the Abolition of the Death-Penalty. 

A bill to abolish public executions in capital cases 
has already been brought in by J. R. Ingersoll, pur- 
suant to notice, read twice and committed. 


BPP PLD ALLIS FIO 


It may with safety be said, that fhe more school 
houses there are, the less prisons there will be 
needed. 











The Treasurer's Report of the Massachusetts 
Society for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. 


On our first page will be found our First Annaal Re- 
port, in which we have made a reference to the Report 
of the Treasurer. Having published nearly all that 
has been received, we have thought it best to present 
merely the sums given since our last account, published 
in a former number of the Hangman. Inthat we how- 
ever, made two errors in the names of two ofour de- 
voted friends. Instead of Maria W. Chapman, the 
name should have been, Mary G. Chapman. Instead of 
Henry G. Chapman, the name should have been, 
Henry Chapman. We trust they will excuse the error. 

The following has been received since our last ac- 
count was published : 


Geo. T. Cook, Boston, £5,00 
Cyrus Alger, si 10,00 
Friend, “¢ 1,00 

‘6 “é 2,00 
J.C. Nash, “ 5,00 
Friend, “a 1,00 
George W. Warren, sig 5,00 
Friend, $6 5,00 

‘ce sé 3,00 
Albert Fearing, $4 5,00 
Chs. C. Barry, e6 1,00 
Friend, ee 2,00 

“ec t< 1,00 
J. D. Richards, s¢ 2,00 
Friend, ss 1,00 
Geo. Sparhawk, Esq., ‘“* 1,00 
Friend, s 2,00 

‘“ ‘“ 1,00 
A. D. Chamberlain, si 1,00 
Geo. Jackson, “¢ 1,00 
Friend, as 2,00 


Friends in Stoneham, by Geo. Leach, of Boston, 1,60 





B. K. Churchill, Salem, Mass , 1,00 
Daniel A. Comstock, Milville, Mass., 3,00 
Friendsin Exeter, 3,12 
Friends in Milford, Mass., 2,50 
Rev. Edwin H. Lake, E. Kingston, 50 
The whole amount received from April 1845, 

to January 1846, is 574,21 





Due from Hon. Robert Rantoul, Jr., on 
pledge, 50,00 
From Ellis Gray Loring, on condition that 











$500 be raised from time of pledge, 25,00 
From Col. Fay, of Chelsea, on same condi- 
tion, 10,00 
From B. B. Mussey, 10,00 
From Rev. E. H. Chapin, 10,00 
The amount expended in travelling; for 
meetings in Boston ; printing bills, &c.,is 126,32 
For deficiences in subscription to support 
the paper, 200,00 
326,32 
Agent’s Salary including travelling expences, 600,00 
Deduct 326,32 
Leaving deficit 273,58 


It will be seen that the agent of course must have 
involved himself in carrying forward the enterprise,— 
Such isthe fact. The paper has not sustained itself 
since Jast April, and now pays but a very few dollars 
over its actual expenses. Few persons are aware that 
thirty-five dollars are required every week for the sup- 
port of the periodical alone. Frequently, not one 
half of that sum has been paid in. This, combined 
with many embarrassments, which it would be painful 
for usto relate, and equally so, perhaps, to our friends, 
to name, has made the past year one of very severe 
trial. But a brighter day ‘is dawning. The great 
subject of the Sacredness of Human Life is now being 
discussed all over the country, and the Reform will go 
forward until the last gallows is removedand the last 
criminal restored to truth and virtue. .£ 

Francis Jackson, Treasurer. 
PAP Pryeee—rvrvrv—v—"e 


THE NEWBURYPORT JAIL, 


It is highly desirable that the Jail at Newburyport 
should be repaired if the people of Essex County in- 
tend to there confine their brothers and sisters. [t 
leaks badly, and the prisoners are not made as com- 
fortable as they might be if a little more attention 
were paid to their condition. The keeper and his 
wife appear to be humane persons, but they are only 
the agents of others. Prisons, like the gallows, 
indicate the moral condition of the people who sur- 
roundthem. If we can make them humane and 
Christ-like, our prisons will be melted down by the 
fire of divine love, into asylums. Theg will be under- 
stood the teachings of him who came to ‘ preach the 
gospel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to open 
the prison to them that are bound, to bring out the 
prisoners from prison, and them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison-house.’ J. Ms. 

erro 


EncovuraGinc.—The subject of Capital Punishment 
is now before the Legislatures of the following States: 
Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, Tennessee, and Massachu- 
setts. 


—Pr>LAALAAWS ws vee eee 
’ 


Mockery or Senrence.—Anthony H. Eldridge, 
Keeper of the Second Municipality Workhouse, in 
New Orleans, convicted of illegally whipping priso- 
ners under his charge, was sentenced to pay five dol- 
lars and be imprisoned four hours. 
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| .that dreary prison. 














MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE. 


Petitions.—The most important petitions present- 
ed, were three in aid of Duxbury Railroad, one peti- 
tion each in favor of Railroads from Quincy and East 
Weymouth, Newton to Woonsocket ; Medfield to do, 
Hanover to Abington, Needham to Woonsocket, Sa- 
lem to S. Reading; W. E. Parmenter and others, of 
Cambridge for free bridge ; D. R. Griggs and 92 others, 
to be set off from Roxbury and annexed to Brookline ; 
J. J. Whittemore and others of Roxbury against 
granting city charter; Elijah Lewis and 775 others 
of Roxbury in aid of city charter; inhabitants of 2d 
Parish, Roxbury, for do; all of which were referred. 

On motion of Mr. Page of New Bedford, it was 
ordered that the committee on the Library, consider 
the expediency of furnishing to each editor in the 
State, copies of all documents which are issued from 
the office of Secretary of State. 

Messrs. Wilson of Natick, Whitney of Stow, and 
Robbins of Boston, were appointed a committee to 
consider what disposition should be made of the re- 
port of the Commissioners for codifying the criminal 
laws. 

ee eh 

Tue Presment’s Messace.—The first Message of 
President Polk to Congress, has created, as may be 
readily supposed, a greater amount of attention in 
England than any similar document form the head of 


the American Union has done for years. 


at 


The New York News says, the Temperance peo- 
ple have reluctantly come to the conclusion that 
John B. Gough is an imposter, and unworthy of their 
countenance; they have therefore published cards 
disclaiming all connection with him, and recommend- 
ing to him penitence, humility and honest industry. 
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We copy the following from the Transeript : 

‘Atthe fire in Sudbury street, last week, John 
Lewis, who drives a job wagon, had the misfortune 
to have his horse and wagon burnt, thus losing his 
aliand his means of subsistence. Mr. Lewis is a 
very worthy and industrious man, and has a large 
family and a sickly wife. This is really a case for 
the chritable, and it is hoped that those who are com- 
fortable this cold weather, will remember those who 
are suffering. Donations thankfully received.’ 

rere 

Hanover anp Pemproke.—Last Wednesday eve- 
ning I lectured by invitation in Hanover, Mass., on 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment and the Reform- 
ation of the Criminal. The roads being in a bad 
condition but few were present. A committee, con- 
sisting of one in each School District, to circulate pe- 
titions was chosen. 

Lintended to lecture in Pembroke, but the roads 
were impassable on Thursday, and consequently was 
unable to go there. 

Let all the towns in Massachusetts be now dis- | 
trieted and petitions be sent in to the Legislature im- | 
mediately. The subject is referred to a special com- 
mittee, and we hope for a favorable report. 

J. M.S. 
PP PPD 

Inp1ana.—We have news of a most encouraging 
character from Indiana. We learn that a bill has | 
passed the House of Representatives of that State, by 
a vote of 63 to 20, that gives to ine jury, in cases of 
capital crimes, a discretionary power of finding that | 
the prisoner be placed at solitary confinement in the 
State Prison for life, or that he be hung. 

”AnAAnA.s..eeryryyy—rYr+r_~_—"=—r ww" 
THE INSANE PRISONER. 

There is confined inthe County Jail at Newbury- | 
port, a poor unfortunate brother man, by the name of 
Frencu. He has now been there most of the time 
for about eleven years. He appears to be a harmless 
inoffensive man, and we cannot but feel a deep sym- 
pathy forhim. He must pass many lonely hours in 
True, he is supposed to be in- 
sane, and by some, is thought to be dangerous. Per- 
haps he is, but I cannot see why he should be kept 
in jail during the remainder of his life. Will some 
of our good brothers and sisters in Newburyport go 
and see him? Perhaps something can be done for 
him. 7 e * 
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For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


ADDISON DAVIS. 


Messrs Spear, I wish to say in your paper a word 
in behalf of our friend Apprson Davis, as a lecturer 
on the subject of Capital Punishment. To those who 
may not have recently heard Mr. Davis, I would say 
that he is a very able, interesting, and efficient advo- 
cate of the Abolition of Capital Punishment. His 
acquaintance with the subject is extensive, his com- 
mand of arguments and facts ready, and his manner 
of presenting them clear and forcible. He lately ad- 
dressed a considerable audience in this place, con- 
vincing many, interesting all. I was very glad to 
know that he proposed devoting several months to 
lecturing on this subject. Wherever he may appoint 
a lecture, I am confident that they, who will iake 
Pains to secure him an audience, will feel themselves 
amply compensated, and find the cause he advocates 
materially helped. 

. I am, yours truly, 

Leicester, Jan. 16, 1846, 


SAMUEL MAY. 





| cent. in five years. 





Tue Bartimore Cirercymen.—Speaking of our 
valued friend, Rev. Samuel J. May, who is deeply 
interested in our cause, the editor of the Baltimore 
Saturday Visiter says, ‘the misfortune in Baltimore, 
is that the Clergy, many of them, go for the gallows, 
and thus stand in the way of reform! Nay, more— 
one of them has even gone so far as to secure the 
services of that notable divine, Rev. Matthew Hale 
Smith, to lecture against it, charging for his services 
so much per head! However, the Clergy are not all 
against us, and we have many noble lay-colaborers 
in this humane reformatory movement, as any one 
might have perceived at the meeting of the Marray 
Institute, on Wednesday evening, when this ques- 
tion was spiritedly debated, as it will be again next 
week.’ 

ee el 


EDITOR'S TABLE. 


Foreign Protestant Telegraph, and European Intelli- 
gencer.—Thisis a neat periodical, edited by M. A, 
Dow and J. P. Browne, published at 119 Court-st., 
Boston. One dollar for 26 numbers. The number ly- 
ing before us "contains many valuable articles, well 
calculated] to meet the wants of the public. We wish 
the enterprising proprietors much success. 


Punishment of Death.—A very able article on this 
subject has just appeared in the North American Re- 
view, by Rev. Mr. Haut, of Providence. The author 
has published the article ina separate pamphlet, which 
may be had of Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill. We intend to 


| give an extended notice of this excellent article here- 
after. 


VARIETY, 


ly,’ states that there is a lake near Tivoli which 


has the remarkable property of petrifying its own | 
It is thus gradually contracting its limits, | 


borders. 
until it bids fair to become a solid mass of stone. 

An Eoyptian Bripe.—Mehemet Ali is making 
splendid preparations for the marriage of his daugh- 
ter which is appointed to take place early next 
month. The diamonds alone are valued at 5,000- 
OOOf, (£209.009.) 

The New Orleans Delta tells a rather amusing 
story of an [rishman who applied to an agent of the 
American Tract Society for the situation of a col- 
porteur, a person to sell and distribute its publications. 
He thought a coal-porter was wanted. 


The census of Michigan, just completed, shows the 
present population of that young State to be 304,285. 
In 1840 it was 212,367—Increase in five years, 92,- 
018. This is a remarkable increase, being 50 per 
The total increase, however, is 
not half so great as that of Illinois. Which has added 


about 200,000 inhabitatants to her population since 


1840, 
Hon. John Hunter has presented a farm of one 


| hundred acres, in Delaware county, to the widow of | 


Steele, the Delaware deputy sheriff, who was killed 
by the anti-renters. 

Cuarity.—He who clothes the poor, clothes his 
own soul. He that sweetens the cup of affliction, 
sweetens his own heart. He that feeds the hungry 
spreads out a banquet for himself more sweet than 
luxury can bestow. 


Rochester, with a population of twenty-five, thou- 
sand inhabitants, is kept in peace and quietness at 
night, by on!y six watchmen. 


A letter writer from Washington, giving an ac- 


count of the speech of Mr. Adams lately, by which | 


the House of Representatives was electrified, says 
one Indiana member who was so excited that 


‘the old man will die in a blaze of glory.’ 

In one of Walter Scott’s works, a benevolent but- 
ler, giving direction to a servant, says—‘ If there is 
any thing ahout the house that is totally uneatable, 
give it to the poor.’ 


Tue Cuurca Minitant.—A Lieutenant of the 
Royal Navy, recently stated in a speech in London, 


that since the time of Henry LV., the subject of war | 
had never been mooted in the House of Lords, with- | 


° . . . . ’ 
out every bishop voting in its favor, with the ex- 
ception of one. 


Rincworms.—It is said that these unpleasant com- | 


plaints are cured by washing the parts affected in 
vinegar, in which onions have been pickled. 


The New York Exchange made a donation on the | 


24th ult., of $250, for the relief of the poor, and 
the Public Board purchased one hundred tickets for 
the benefit concert by Mr. Templeton. 


The Rochester papers chronicle the elopement of a | 
Mr. Luther H. Hovey with the wife of Amos J. | 


Wheeler of Greece. Hovey, who is a lawyer, pre- 


viously disposed of all his property and obtained as | 


! 


much from his neighbors as he could conveniently 
get possession of. He has left a wife behind him. 

A woman named McBane was burned to death at 
Rochester on Christmas morning. It is supposed 
that she fell on the fire in a fit. 


Resuct or INTEMPERANcE.—A young man, 


~ ao &. : } 
Colsum, of Chester, Pa., who had been on a ‘ spree, 


died in the cars lately between Elkton and Balti- | 
| murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 


more. 


PRISONER’S FRIEND: 


' | 
we 
could contain himself no Jonger, and he exclaimed, | 


| 
named | murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. 
’ execution, July Sth, 1846. 


Cassius M. Cray is now in Philadelphia for the 
| purpose of delivering a Lecture before the Board of 
Home Missions for the benefit of the Poor of that 
city. 

The Gov. of Virginia has commuted the sentence 


The idea is a singular one, in this country. 


Norris Chandler, the boy who disappeared some 


| time ago from bis parents at Shutesbury, Mass, has | 
| been heard from—having embarked on a whaling 


voyage. 
Zealand, at last accounts, and the 
he sailed, New Bedford. 


Tue Peace Maxer.—The owner of a crockery 
ware store said to one of his assistants—* What did 
you knock over that China set for? You have 
broken at least fifty dollars worth of dishes.’ 

‘ Blessed are the piece-makers,’ said the boy. 


Anprew Jounson, a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from Tennessee, was taught by his wife 
' to read, after his marriage. He isa tailor by trade, 
| and is said to be an estimable and intelligent man. 





| CHapiains oF Concress.—In the course of the 
debate in Congress on appointing Chaplains, it came 


| of death upon a slave, for murder, to banishment.— | 


| 
| 


The ship in which he sailed was at New) 
place from which | 


| 
| 





| out that several letters had been written by appli-| 


eants setting forth their political orthodoxy. 

chair would not permit these letters to be read. 

Rev. Mr. Barry, of Framingham, has accepted the 

call of the Second Unitarian Society in Lowell, to 

become their pastor. 

wrens 
PARTICULAR NOTICE. 

>We forwarded the first number of the 

, Prisoner’s Frienp to several well-known 

philanthropists, who were not subscribers, 

‘hoping that on their seeing a specimen 


j 





| paper was not returned they would be con- 
sidered subscribers the coming year. We 
forward, the present number in the same 
way; persons not returning their papers will 


| have their names entered upon our books as| 


‘regular subscribers. Those who do send 


town where they reside. 





Under Sentence of Death! 


tuary ; from heaven did the Lorp behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 
that are appointed to death.’ BiBLe. 
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MISSOURL! 


| 
Lester, forthe murder of King B. 
| Scott. To be hung the 23d of January, 1846, 
| VIRGINIA! 
| Major Smith, at Norfolk ; time of execution Feb, 2d, 
| 1846. 
| OHIO! Tomas, forthe murder of Frederick Ed- 
wards ; to be huftg on the 6th of March next. 

NEW YORK! Titer, for the murder of John 
| Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 


The | 


‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


)number, of our paper, they would be in-| 
» <r ‘duced to become patrons, saying that if the| 
A Stone Laxe.—Headly, in his ‘ Letters from Ita | : 


| 





| 


back their papers, will be particular to put) 2. Allen, | 
on their names, and also the name of the| 
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Hunter Hit, for the Murder rd 


| 





Wa. Harper, forthe murder of John G. Kempf, to | 


| be hung on the 24th of Feb. 1846. 

Mrs. VALKENBURGH, for the murder of her husban 
last March, in Fulton, N. Y. 
| uary 24, 1846. 

KENTUCKY! 
for the murder of his 
known. 

SOUTH CAROLINA! 
murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, € 
To be executed on the 3d Friday in February next. 


wife. Time of execution not 


ILLINOIS! Jon Baxter, fr the murder of 
Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. ‘Time of execution 
not known. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Francis BAsierR, onnk- 


hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrerry, for the murder of David 
Hassler. Time of execution not known. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Awnprew Howarn, for the 
Time of 


CONNECTICUT! Awnovrew P. Porter, for the 


| hung July 3d, 1846. 


The Ohio House of Representatives have passed | 
resolutions, by a unanimous vote, requesting their | 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, to vote 
against any increase of the present rates of postage. | 


A few Sundays since a collection forthe Poor, was | 
made in the Society of Rev. Dr. Putnam of Roxbury | 
—and the amount collected, was five hundred and | 
fifteen dollars. 


MARYLAND! Wan. WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging in aninsurrection ; time of execution unknown, 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon- 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. 

VERMONT! EvGewneCutrrorp, for the murder 
ofhis wife andchild; time of execution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the 


Time of execution, Jan- 


Joun W. ParRKER, of Scrub Giass, | 


| 
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| 
| 
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sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to be hung without 
an order from the Executive, 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA! Pavuvine, the slave ; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846. 

Samuen Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 
pointed, : 

IOWA! Ww». McCautey, for the murder of Don 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. 

tr Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermout, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
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Notices of Mectings—Lectures, §. 

3 Charles Spear will address the people on King- 
ston Plains, N.H., on the first Sabbath in February, 
on the Treatment of Criminals, and Lecture in South 
ampton the sameevening on the same subject. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


West Mansfield, Saturday, January, 31. 
Providence, Sunday, February, 1, 
North Attleboro’ Monday * 2. 
Mansfield Centre, Tuesday * 3. 
Foxboro’, Wednesday oe 4. 
Walpole, Thursday - 5. 
Norton, Friday si 6. 
Fall River, Saturday and Sunday, Feb.7 & 8. 





1 The ‘ Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society,’ holds 
its Annual Meeting this week inthe Tremont Temple. 
The meeting commences to-day, (WEDNESDAY) and 
will continue until Friday, Thursday evening the 
meeting will be held in Faneuil Hall. 








Rects. to week ending January, 23. 


Walpole, N. Southard, 25c; J. R. "Morse, 1; 8, 
Gray, 50c; A. Hutchinson, 1; W. Alien, 25c; 
Kingsbury, 1; H. Lawrence, 50c; J. R. Ingley, 50c ; 
Medfield, R. Smith, 50c East Wal- 
pole, E. Thompson, 50c So. Dedham, L. Shuttuck, 
50c ; M. EB. Webb, 50c; J. W. Fay, 50c; E. F. Gay, 
50c ; F. BE. Boyden, 50c Ipswich, A. D. Wait, 1 
Boston, J. Burnham, 1; C. Buck, 1 Hanson, S. L. 
Harris, 50c Dedham, D. Greggs, 1 Buckfield, 
L. Soule, 1———Duxbury, J. Cushing, 1; A. Stetson, 
50c ; J. Holmes, 1; D. Wadsworth,1; E.S. Sampson, 
1; S. Gleason, 1; J. W. Hathaway, 50c ; S. BE. Ripley, 
1; S. Sprague, 50c West Duxbury, B. Barstow, 50c 
—— Kingston, Noah Prince, 25¢; T. Bailey, 1; D. B. 
Bartlett, 2; H. Treble, 1; S. N. Holmes,2; S. Holmes, 
2¢,2; F. Washburn, 1; C. Everson, 1; J. Stetson, 
50c; W. S. Stetson, 1; P. Holmes,1; C. A. Bartlett, 
50c ; C. B. Brewster,1; M. D. Drew, 1; 8. Drew, 50c ; 
D, Cushman, jr., 50e—— Duxbury, W. Freeman, 1 
Hingham, A. Thaxter, 1——Brattleboro, J. H. Easter- 
Centre Harbor, B. M. Bean, 25c; BF. 
Bean, 25c; J. S. Moulton, 25c; L. Hodsdon, 25c; J. 
Graves, 25c ; G. A. Leavett, 25c; W. P. Sturtevant, 
25c; W. W. Wilson, 25c -Foxboro, O. Belcher, 50c ; 
1. C. Doolittle, 50c; R. Stratton, 25¢; N. Walker, 
25c; G. Hewes, 25c Billerica, Mrs Rogers & John- 
son, 1; M. Jaquith, 50c ; WN. Manning, 50c; R. Cush- 
ing, 50c ; P. Manning, 25c——WN. E. Village, J. 8. 
Harrington, 1; J. Disper, 50c Taunton, A. Stearns, 
33c-——Haverhill, E. J. Eaton, 1——So. Boston, E. 
WN. Stout, 75c—— Concord, D. Willard, 1——Loudon, 
B. F. Neal, \—— Windham, E. Abbott, 1——South- 
ampton, R. Collier, 50c——.No. Danvers, S. H. Foune, 
25e—— Quincy, G. Newcomb, 2——No. Weymouth, C. 
B. Thompson, 50c— — Weymouth, W. Rhynes, 1,20—— 
Wilmington, R. K. Jones, 1——Kennet Square, 8. 
Mercer, 1; 8S. Pennock, 1—— Wickford, J. Hall, 1—— 
Berlin, O. Smith,2; J. V. Perley, \——Millbury, C. 
Pitts, 30c——E. Abington, E. H. Bennet,, 25c An- 
nisquam, E, Lane, jr., 1——Portsmouth, M. Ballou, 1 
—= Exeter, J. Woodbury, 60c——Concord, C. Wheel- 
er 1——Plymouth, B Spooner, 1 Holland, N. 8. 
Challis, 25e-—— Willink, T. Thurston, 1; J. Wood- 
ruff, 25¢; W. Aldrich, 25c; L. M. Harris, 25; J. FP. 
Brown, 25—— Griffin’s Mills, O. Treat, 25 South 
Wales, W. E. Russell, 25c; J. Wilbur, 25c; W. P. 
Myers, 25c; W. Wright, 25¢c ; B. Smith, 25c-——Black 
Hawk, A, Lyon, 1\—--Georgetown, J. Bagley, 25c; 4. 
Stocker, 75c——Cambridgeport, Mr. Thurston, 1—— 
Baltimore, J. C. S. Morkur,1; J. P, Merritt,1; T. 
C. Craft, 13; L. Burgess, 1; J. Shrigley, |\——Brighton, 
J. Smith, 42-——Chelsea, M. A. Conley. 1——Drad- 
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|| ford, J. Andrews, 2——Gardiner, J. Burrill, 1\—— 





Limington, E. Richardson, 25c; M. Brackett, 75c 
Salisbury, J. Q. Evans, 25c; B. E. Fiffield, 25ce—— 
New Bedford, B. Evans, 25c——Auburn, B. Chase, 
75c; A. Colt, 1,75; M Plummer, |——Hanover, 8. 


Hollis, 56c ; G. Studley, 50c—— West Scituate, J. H. 


Dexter Wetts, for the! Studley, 1; J. Curtis, 1\——E. Abington, J. Whiting, 
‘ H.. S.H.| 50¢; &. Crocker, 1; 8S. Whiting, 50c; E. Crocker, 50¢ 


Boston, Mrs. H. B. Emerson, 1——Uzxbridge, C. A. 
Mowry, 50c; S. Taft, 2d, 50e——Georgetown, C. A. 
Harriman, 25c——Boston, D. Silver, 50c Willink, 
Miss J. Woodruff, 25c. 








MARRIED: 


In this city, by Rev. Mr. Neale, Mr. Moses J, 
Morss, to Miss Octavia A. CurTIs. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 20th, at the Twelfth Congregation- 
al church, by the Rev. Samuel Barrett, Mr. D, @ 
Ranney, to Miss Saran Exiza, daughter of T. D, 
Francis, Esq., all of this city. 





DIED: 


y on Tuesday morning, Mrs MARGARET 
Ross, 72. 
At East Boston, James CLARENCE, infant son of 
James D, and Izette A. Seavey. 
At Somerville, Jan. 20th, LurHER, son of Nethaniel 
Mitchell, 9 yrs 2 mos. 
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From the Spirit of the Age. 
THE DEATH PENALTY. 


BY ROBRT TURNER. 


Bring forth from out his gloomy cell, 
The pale and trembling son of crime. 
Toll in his ear the fun’ral knell, 
Which marks his last, brief span of time. 
As he hath sown, so must he reap ; 
On earth, no marcy can be given, 
Though his repentance, full and deep, 
Finds favor in the sight of Heaven. 
Law hath declared he shall not live— 
Man must avenge, though Gop forgive. 


The Law, whose strangely-erring creed, 
Repeats the erime in punishing ; 
Whose might will know no other meed 
For blood, than that which blood can bring, 
When, in the heat of hate and strife, 
A single hand is red and gory, 
And yet, when blows of death are ~ife 
In battle-field, will call it glory ; 
Though Hell’s worst fiends are loosed frem thrall, 
And Murder holds a festival 


Oh, drag from out the dungeon walls, 
The wretch to God and virtue lost— 
When from the drop his body falls, 
An offering unto Moloch tost ; 
What though the stern, harsh Law would take 
Nought but its victims’ mortal breath ; 
Doth it not give, for vengeance sake, 
The soul to an eternal death, 
And sentence, from its judgment throne, 
That which belongs to God alone ? 


And this is in a Christian land, 
Where man is free ; where he professes 
The Law of God to understand, 
And act but as that Law impresses ! 
You blush—then ere your cheeks grow pale, 
Oh, wipe the bloodstain from your pages, 
Tear from your eyes the flimsey veil, 
The cobwebs spun in ruder ages, 
And blot the damning libel! out, 
Despite each weak and timid doubt. 








MISCELLANY. 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS. 

The following excellent thoughts on the 
proper treatment of prisoners are from the First 
Annual Report of the present philanthropic 
Warden of the Massachusetts State Prison, 
Hon. Frepericx Ropinson. We have italicized 
some sentences which we think contain senti- 
ments of great importance. 

‘I entered upon the discharge of the duties of 
warden of this prison on the 22d day of last 
July, after the tragical and lamentable death of 
the late warden, Cuartzs Lincotn, Jun. Esq. ; 
and asthe successor of so competent and ex- 
perienced an officer, I could not but feel the 


weight of the responsibleness assumed. [or I 
could not hope to be able to discharge the vari- 
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| sible, to enforce them without recourse to cor- 
poral punishment or physical sufiering, And | 
/have succeeded, thus far, as well as 1 could have 
expected. With the exception of three cases, 
and those soon after I took charge, the govern- 
ment of the prison has been administered with- 
out corporal punishment. ‘The shower bath has 
-not been used. And yet, 1 think Il can safely 
say, that the convicts are as orderly, as indus- 
/trious and obedient as heretofore, and more con- 
tented, docile and happy. A feeling of mutual 
“respect, kindness and iriendship seems to be 
‘growing up between us. J am sure I experience 
‘these ailectious towards the convicts, and every 
| day gives evidence that the same ailections are 
| being excited in their breasts towards me. 1 
| have long believed that what comes from the 
‘heart will reach the heart; and I am happy to 
‘learn that this will apply to convicts in prison as 
well as others—that there is no sane convict that 
‘cannot be reached by sincere and persevering af- 
‘fection. Men may be governed by severity, but 
|not reformed. \t takes but little trouble or la- 
bor to let men know, that every violation of a 
rule shall be visited upon them with an ample 
/measure of bodily pain. 

Fear of punishment will keep men in subjection ; 
but the tiger is only chained, not tamed—and, 
when released, only the more excited to evil by the 
severitics to which he is obliged to submit. 

It requires more time, patience, perseverance 
and labor, to govern by appeals to the affections, 
to reason and conscience. Yet, when the heart 
can be reached in this way, a change of charac- 
ter may reasonably be expected. 

Excessive severity always tends to harden the 
heart, and make the convicts look upon society as 
their enemies, and nourish a desire of vengeance 
and retaliation, which leads them to re-commit de- 
predations, and wage war upon society with a 
good conscience. 

Some have confessed to me, that they have 
experienced feelings of this kind. But when I 
told them, I hoped a better disposition was grow- 
ing up in society with sespect to them, that the 
duty was beginning to be felt, of receiving them 
back again, into the bosom of society, after they 
had faithfully and industriously worked out the 
penalty inflicted upon them for the violation of 
the law ;—again, to afford them encouragement, 
employments and friendships, according to their 
deserts ; and not, as heretofore, turn from them 
with a Pharisaic impression of contamination ;— 
that there are now many in society who begin to 
regard those who have fallen into temptation as 
men to be pitied and reformed as well as pun- 
ished; that there is less of the priest and Le- 
vite, and more of the good Samaritan, feeling 
with regard to this class of our fellow-men 
than heretofore. Such sentiments seemed to 
touch their feelings, soften their hearts, and give 
them new motives to submission, industry, and 
virtue.” 

ee eh fd 
From the Newburyport Advertiser of the 2d inst. 


WARDEN OF OUR STATE PRISON. 


In Mr. J. M. Spear’s lecture upon Capital 
Punishment, on Tuesday evening last, we were 
glad to hear him pay a merited compliment to 
the humanity and kindness of the good and no- 
ble-minded Freperric Ropinson—we leave off 
his titles, for they can add nothing to the great- 
ness of that name—warden of Charlestown pri- 
son. We have ever looked upon Mr. Robinson 




















ous, arduous, and sometimes dangerous duties, 
every way so successfully, at first, as my able | 
and accomplished predecessor. But having con- 
sented to accept the office, I resolved to en- 
deavor to let assiduity answer for experience, 
and such knowledge of human nature as I have 
been able to acquire in my intercourse with 


—laboring as he has been for the elevation of 
man—{from the time that he earned his bread 
upon the shoemaker’s seat, till he had filled the 
chair of the President of the Senate, and from 
then till now, we have ever looked upon him as 
one of the purest and most perfect specimens of 
the human race—a philosopher, self-made—a 


mankind, serve me instead of an acquaintance | scholar, self-taught—a lawyer, opening his own 


with criminals, penitentiaries, and punishments. 


| 


way to the bar by breaking down the monopoly 


Iecame here with the most liberal views con- | of its rules himself—a politician, uncorrupted by 


cerning the human race—with a heart of kind- 


ness towards all men. 
IT have long looked upon a man, as a man, 


whether he be the occupant of a palace or a pri- | 


| party intrigaes—with a quick knowledge of hu- 
|man vature, sagacious and far-sighted—a philan- 
thropist, full of the milk of human kindness—a 


man, firm and unyielding in his intellectual and 


son—and, in whatever situation he may be, entitled | moral greatness, yet possessed of all the mild- 


to human sympathy, kindness, and respect. He is | 
my brother, wherever he may be, whatever of wrong | 
or of crime he may have been tempted tu commit. 
The more he has erred, and strayed from the 
path of right and virtue, the more he is to be 
pitied, and the louder is his call upon our com- 
misseration; our sympathy for his sufferings, 
and our efforts for his 1eformation, for his 
restoration to rectitude, to usefulness and hap- 
piness. We are all liable to fall into temptation; 
if i¢ were not so, we should not have all been 
taught to beseech our Father in Heaven to 
‘lead us not into temptation.’ I felt my own 
frailties and imperfections, and resolved to do by 
others as I should wish to be done by, if I were 
in their situation. It seemed to me, there 
entering upon the duties of this office, if 
at all, I should prefer rather to err on 
of kindness, clemency, and humanity, 
that of severity of punishments. I knew 








at 
the laws, rules, regulations, and discipline of the 
prison must be enforced. But I wished, if pos- 


ness of a woman’s nature, and all the simplicity 


of a child’s heart. 
* * * * * 

In speaking of the management of prisons, 
Mr. Spear remarked, that the discipline of the 
State prison, and the condition of its inmates, 
had been very much improved since the appoint- 
_ment of Mr. Robinson to the wardenship, by 
|Gov. Morton, When he entered upon his du- 
| ties, he addressed the prisoners as friends—the 
first time they had ever thus been designated by 
}a warden—and on account of using that word, 
| friends, he was much ridiculed by certain papers 
in Boston. But he had lived to prove that he 
meant all he said. 

Mr, Spear gave some account of his own visits 
to the prison, to show the change that it had un- 
dergone. He was there soon after Mr. Robin- 
son’s appointment, when he was learning the 
names of the prisoners—the crimes they had 
committed, and the length of their terms. Ap- 
proaching one man, Mr. R. inquired how long 





PRISONER'S FRIEND. 











he had been there. Two years anda half, was | 
the reply ; and I have two anda half yeats more 
to stay. Have you a wife? Yes. Has she ever 
visited the prison? Yes, but the former warden 
did not allow me to converse with her. If she 
comes again, said the noble-bearted warden, you 
shall see her, for I wish to treat you as a friend 
and a brother ; to alleviate your condition, and, it 
may be possible to obtain your freedom. 

On another occasion, the lecturer remarked, 
he had observed in the cells used for solitary 
confinement, boards and blankets; and knowing 
that such prisoners were not allowed beds, but 
forced to sleep upon the .cold, damp pavements, 
if they slept at all, he inquired their use. The 
laws of the prison deny the use of beds, said 
Mr. R. and I may not violate rules which I do 
not make and cannot alter; but they de not for- 
bid me to place a board upon the floor, and a 
blanket upon it; and thus I have looked after 
the comfort of those in my care. 

In a late visit, Mr. R. bad expressed an earn- 
est desire still further to carry out his humane 
treatment. He hoped yet to melt down that 
prison into an asylum. He wished to treat its 
inmates as he would have his own children 
treated, were they similarly situated. Why 
should I not, said he, they may one day share 
such a fate. Many a young man here has been 
as well educated, and as morally instructed, as 
my own children: they are somebody’s children, 
who loves them and cares for them,.as I love and 
care for mine. 

Such is the character of the man in whose 
hands Massachusetts has entrusted her unfortu- 
nate criminals, and well may she be proud of 





him. May he long live to carry out his benevo- | 
lent and christian designs, and receive the bless- 
ings of the poor and the guilty, whose guardian | 
angel he is. 
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THE TWO BROTHERS. 


A correspondent of the Liberator, relates the 
following beautiful story :— 





I write chiefly to give you an account of the 
power of love that took place in the family of an | 
old friend of mine who is now no more. Be- 
sides other children he left two sons, Henry, 
aged about twenty, and Albert, about sixteen.— 
The latter possessed what is called a bad, un- 
governable temper, that gave his mother much 
trouble, and she, (probably in a pet,) told Henry 
he must whip him. He did; but Albert resisted, 
and he received a severe thrashing; but it did 
not tame him at all, and he vowed that he never 
would speak to Henry again, until he was old 
enough to have revenge. While he stayed at 
home, (some months, I believe) he never spoke 
to Henry. After this he went to sea, and was 
absent four or five years. But Albert was a boy 
of many good qualities. He laid up money.— 
While the vessel was loading and unloading at 
the ports of the distant countries he visited, he 
made short excursions into the interior, and 
made use of his eyes and ears to improve his 
mind and gain what information he could, and 
came back an amazingly stout, athletic young 
man, and apparently greatly improved. He was 
frank and social with the rest of the family, but 
not a word did he say to Henry. The latter by 
this time had become a Methodist preacher, and 
Albert’s conduct towards him grieved him to the 
heart. After a time, Henry went to Albert, and 
with tears in his eyes, said to him, ‘ Albert, I 
cannot possibly live in this way any longer.— 
Your silence | cannot bear another hour. You 
remember you said when you had whipped me, 
you would speak to me again; and I now am 
ready to receive your punishment. Let us go 
to the barn, I will pull off my coat—I promise 
you that I will make no resistance, and you may 
whip me as long as you please, and we will be 
friends. I never should have struck vou, if| 
mother had not requested it. I am sorry that | 
I did.’ Albert’s stout heart could bear blows in | 
almost any quantity, without shrinking; but 
Henry’s love he could not withstand ; it melted 
his proud spirit instantly, and in a moment he 
was bathed intears. ‘They embraced each other 
directly. Foratime their love was too great for | 
utterance, but soon Albert expressed his regret 
for what he had said, and they are now, for 
aught that I know, two as loving brothers as any 
in the county; and to God, the God of peace; 
be all the glory. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee od 








A Benevorent Mercuant.—Edward Colston, 
at the age of forty years, became a very eminent 
East India merchant, prior to the incorporation of 
the East India Company, and had forty sail of 
ships of his own, with immense riches flowing in 
upon him. He still remained uniform in his 
charitable disposition, distributing many thousand 
pounds to various charities in and about London, 
besides private gifts in many parts of the King- 
dom. In the year 1708 he instituted a very mag- 
nificent school in St. Augustine’s, back in Bris- 
tol, which cost him 11,0007 in the building, and 
endowed the same, with between “1,700/ and 
1,800/ per annum, forever. He likewise gave 





10/ for apprenticeing every boy, and for twelve 
years after his death 10/ to put them into busi- 
ness. It has been frequently reported that his 
private charities far exceeded those in public.— 
‘We have heard,’ says the Bristol (Eng.) Jour. 
nal, ‘that one of his ships trading in the East 
Indies had been missing upwards of three years, 
aud was supposed to be destroyed at sea, but at 
length she arrived richly laden. When his prin- 
cipal clerk brought him the report of her arrival, 
and the riches on board, he said, as she was totally 
given up for Jost, he would by no means claim 
any rightto her; therefore he ordered the ship 
and the merchandise to be sold, and the produce 
thereof to be applied towards the relief of the 
needy, which directions were immediately car- 
ried into execution. Another singular instance 
of his tender consciousness for charity was at the 
age of forty, when he entertained some thoughts 
of changing his condition. He paid his address- 
es to a lady, but being very timorous lest he 
should be hindered in his pious and charitable 
designs, he was determined to make a Christian 
trial of her temper and disposition, and therefore 
one morning filled his pockets with gold and sil- 
ver, in order that, if any object presented itself 
in the course of their tour over London bridge, 
he might satisfy his intentions. While they were 
walking near St. Magnus church, a woman in ex- 
treme misery, with twins in her lap, sat begging ; 
and, as he and his intended lady were arm in arm, 
he beheld the wretched object, put his hand in 
his pocket, and took out a handful of gold and 
silver, casting it into the poor woman’s lap. The 
lady being greatly alarmed at such profuse gener- 
osity, colored prodigiously; so that, when they 
were gone a little further towards the footbridge, 
she turned to him and said, ‘Sir, do you know 
what you did a few minutes ago?’ ‘Madam,’ 
replied Mr. Colston, ‘I never let my left hand 
know what my right band doeth.’ He then took 
his leave of her, and for this reason never married 
to the day of his death, though he lived to the 
age of eighty-five.’ 
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Tue Prison Per.—The Warden of the East- 
ern Penitentiary at Philadelphia, asked me wheth- 
er I had ever seen their prison pet, born in the 
Penitentiary? I answered in the negative, ask- 
ing at the same time whether it was some rare 
animal—when he requested the matron to bring 
the pet tous. She went into one of the lonely 
cells, and soon returned with a well-dressed, very 
handsome, bright, smiling, fat, delicately featur- 
ed, yet rosy-cheeked girl of nine months, stretch- 
ing out her little arms to every one who uttered 
the winning accents of playful caresses to her 
She saw the first light in the solitary cell of her 
mother, an English woman, (sentenced for a grave 
crime, to seven. years imprisonment,) and has 
never yet left the walls of the penitentiary, 
though the matron, an elderly lady for whose arms 
she is rather a heavy burthen, kindly takes the 
babe daily on the balcony, if the weather is suffi- 
ciently fair. Every person in the penitentiary 
seems to take a lively interest in the infant, net 
unlike the affection sometimes shown, during 
campaigns, to an enfant du regiment, or la petite 
de la compagnic. The Matron as well as the 
Warden told me, that the female prisoners know 
of no greater reward for exemplary conduct or 
assiduous application in learning to read or write, 
than the permission of having ‘ baby’ for a quar- 
ter ofan hour, thus exemplifying again, what 
indeed all those who have paid any attention to 
the {psychology of criminals, kuow perfectly 


| well, thatevery convict, however low he may 


have sunk, takes with him into the prison cell a 
certain amount of affections and elements of 
goodness which wise treatment, with a gardner’s 
care, may cultivate and cause to bring fruit, while 
the lovely appearance of the prison-born infant 
spoke well for the healthy cell and wholesome 
food of the imprisoned mother, and the kindness 
and attention with which, according to the good 
will of our times, criminals are now treated. 

‘ Baby,’ as officers and convicts call the pet, 
will have ample reason, one of these days, to 
bless the house, which, with all its grave and 
stern character, became a house of unaffected 
love and tender attention to her, and where she 
found a home even in that solitary cell, far supe- 
rior to that of millions and millions, whose hon- 
est parents struggle in vain against adversity. 

She is the fifth individual, who thus broke in 
upon the principle of uninterrupted solitude of 
the Eastern Penitentiary, , . . All the in- 
fants, who were thus born soon after the impri- 
sonment of their mothers, have left the peniten- 
tiary with their parents in perfect health. 


eer 


A young man found a pocket book in one of 
the streets of Pittsburgh a day or two since, and 
learning the owner’s name, discovered his where- 
abouts and restored the property. The contents 
amounted to upwards of $5000. The next day he 
received a note in reply containing $50, and an 
assurance from the writer that his honesty had 
saved an honest family from starvation. 
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